TROU  DU  GLAZ – GROTTE  CHEVALIER  THROUGH TRIP

By Baudoin Lismonde                                                                                                      P178

LEVEL:  experienced cavers confident on pitches.  Route-finding fairly difficult.  You need two 60m ropes and a survey.  Take bolting kit with hangers and slings.

DURATION:  7 – 9 hours for 4 cavers.

The trou du Glaz – Grotte Chevalier through trip is a little longer than, and very different to, the nearby Glaz – Annette trip. In effect, it brings you up against several of the fine pitches in the Grotte Chevalier, and above all it gives you the chance to see the immense gallery of the Grotte Chevalier, the biggest of the Chartreuse Massif.

The directions are the same, at least to begin with, as those for the Glaz – Annette trip, (see * below). You go down the puits de la Lanterne; you pass along a ledge in front of P36, puits du Lac, P60; to the left you ignore the short passage which leads to the puits Labour and you go down the puits Fernand (P25).  Then you descend, crossing over a crevasse, and leave solid ground by a ledge rising to the left, rigged part of the way with a hand-line.  You then encounter a section of small and varied rifts.  You go down the tight diaclase Annette in stages, the second of which is free-climbable.

You arrive next in quite a wide gallery, 1.8m high, which goes up to the puits de la Vire, which you traverse as you go up.  The ledge is rigged with a rope.  About 20m beyond this pitch, you leave the grotte Annette route.

You must worm your way through the floor of the passage (there are two entrances, take the second), and follow a small pretty meander, 2m high, along well-worn tracks.  After about 100m, you reach the bottom of a 10m pitch rigged with a rope, the puits de la              P179

Jonction.  At the top, a not very useful hand-line leads to the take-off for the puits Maurice sunk into the rift.The pitch is 50m, broken at 15m and 5m from the bottom.  

Next you get into the meander Nadine, then you go down a 20m pitch and a 5m pitch, at the bottom of which a hand-line over the void lets you escape the Oubliette.  A series of small crawls and squeezes leads to the puits de la Toussaint, rigged in two stages, and you come out into the great gallery of the grotte Chevalier not far from the end (see novice trip above).  You must go up the slope with a floodlight if you want to appreciate the size of the passage.  To avoid dead-ends, you should stay to the right.

Go all the way up this seemingly endless passage1.  The way out is littered with boulders.

Return to the col du Coq by going down a little and following the faint trail which goes round the pilier Sud (col des Hirondelles), then go back up to the Pre Qui Tue by the pas de Terreaux (ropes). The decent is then quick.

1  photos pages 267, 268.

*From the trou du Glaz to P36, the route is the same as for the Glaz – Guiers through trip, as [**]below, ie. main Glaz gallery (300m), then to the right, take the 3 puits de la Lanterne (10– 12– 13m), low passage (rabbit-run of the Polonais), then gallery (200m) to puits de la Lanterne 4 (PL4=10m). 

[**The entrance gallery of the Glaz  poses no problems other than a fork.  Opposite you ignore the way to the Salle de Chartreuse, instead go left to a sunken passage; just after, you will find on the right a series of small pitches rigged with closed rings (anneaux scellés): the puits de la Lanterne, leading to a lower level of the Glaz.  The lower gallery of PL3 is tight at first (the rabbit-run of the Polonais).  Ignore the galerie de l’Ours on the left, then a            

fine straight phreatic passage is broken by a 10 m climb, PL4.  At its foot and 10m further on, the passage is cut by a huge shaft which is blocked and not very deep.  Go round it on the right to P36]. 

Go up to the edge of P36 (this pitch is on the Glaz – Guiers trip) and behind une lame (lit. thin strip) find the rigged hand-line. This rigged slide leads to a fine 300m gallery, two hand-lines on the left side give you complete safety to skirt the puits du Lac (50m down, 108m up) and P60, taking the mid-line to the left.

On the left ignore a fine crawl which comes out onto the puits Labour (60m).  The passage then climbs to the edge of the puits Fernand (25m) which you descend.  You can admire in passing the amazing change in the morphology of the passage.  At the top of the puits Fernand, the passage is a phreatic tube.  At the bottom the walls have a form which resembles a sponge.  It's a very different type of flood network.

Now the passage drops and you must go sharply up to the left onto the hand-line of la Grand Corniche1; next comes a web of rather tight rifts which are not difficult to negotiate, leading to a narrow 15m pitch in the dialase Annette, followed by a 5m rock-climb which you can get down without a rope.  This pitch drops into a passage , don’t take the downward path, go up.  Easy upward progress is broken by the puits de la Vire (pass using a hand-line to the left),
